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Résumé / Abstract 

 
Dans ce document, nous proposons une analyse du secteur de l'eau en France. Tout en décrivant 
les spécificités de la distribution d'eau potable et de la collecte et du traitement des eaux usées, 
nous nous concentrons sur trois aspects qui nous semblent primordiaux pour comprendre “l'école 
française de l'eau”: l'organisation du secteur, la nature de service public des activités et les 
problèmes de réglementation du système. 
 

Mots-clés: Alimentation en eau potable, assainissement, services publics, 
réglementation. 

 
 
 
In this paper, we provide an analysis of the water sector in France. Together with a description 
of the specificities of water delivery and the collection and treatment of waste waters, we 
highlight three crucial points to understand “the French water school”: the organization of the 
sector, the public service nature of the activities and the regulation system. 
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ù"ù Ç ù ÊÓßÑÍª×PÏ ÊËÒoÎ ù êªévÐ0ß Ï ÍªÌ�ÍlÎ:ÏÑÐoÉÓÍ�Ù�ÍxÉÛÚ ï6ë:Ô�ÊËéfÍlÌ�ÍlÎ:Ï Ü)Ü)ÜxÝ Í�ë@ÔvÊÓéfÍlÌ�ÍlÎ:Ï�Ý Ö@ÒoÔ�à�Ý ÞFß
ù Ç ù ÊÓßÑÍª×PÏ ÊËÒoÎ\Ù�Í�É�Ú Ç6ÐoÔ Ü)Ü)ÜxÝ ÍlÎ#à#ÊÓßÑÒoÎvÎ�ÍlÌ�ÍlÎ:Ï�Ý Ö@ÒoÔ�à�Ý ÞFß
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ù ò ö ù ÊÓßÑÍª×PÏ ÊËÒoÎ ò êlÎ�êªßÑÐoÉÓÍ�Ù�ÍxÉ~ÐBö�Ð0Î:Ï ê Ü)Ü)ÜxÝ ØÑÐ0Î:ÏÑÍoÝ ÖoÒoÔvàfÝ ÞFß

á Ø Íª×lß êlÏÑÐoß Ê~Ð2Ï)ÙJÚ ï%ÏÑÐ0Ï"þ�ÉËÐBö�ÐoÎ@ÏÑê�å
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�J�,�a�N���a���S�����o���i���������������o�o�5�i���[ �¡+¢$£5�X¤]�����J¥���¦A§z¢1¡+�N¨3©Bª�«&¬]¢�¬]�®­°¯G±²�J³\�G¢$´l£5¨3�X�G�¶µ�«&�N�X·k¬]¢1¡+�5�v�
�5�X¸�¢$£?¹�¤]�;�Pº»��¡+¬¼¥��½¡`³\«&¬]¢)¨3��� ¾J¿jÀ�¢)�3©$Á)�X¸-¢$£<±²�G¬]¢��NÂKÃ;ÄoÅ�Æ

Ç;È"É �aÊ"ËVÌ�ÍKÎKÏa�8�������*�j�\Ð"Ñ
Ò�Ó�ÔeÕ×Ö&Õ×Ø1Ñ!ÒiÙ�Ñ
Ò[Ú�Ñ!Û!Ü�ÔzØ
Ñ
Ò[Ý�Þ]ßGà�ÔSØ!Ò;ÙlÑià$á â�Ö&Þ�ÑGã-Ù�Ñ;à$á äiÒ
ÒGÖ&ÔeÕNÔVÒ1Ò3ÑGå²ÑGÕFãS�læ�«&�<�5�3¨GÁ$£5«&�
æ�«&�<�5�3¨GÁ$£<´\£<Á)ç3©jèR�G¢$¢$£<Á)«&¢$£½¡+�5�3©�Æ×�-¨3«&�N«&±v£5¨�¡o�×¸	¡+¢$£5©�Æ

Ç;È×é �N��Í-êëÏzÍRêëÏ,ì"í\�a� é Í"î*ïðìAÏ"ñA�a�×ò[ó×ô*í é �S�����o���J�o��õR¡fö;�3©$Á$£5«&�¶÷;çG�5çGÀ�¬Nç3��¤]�X�Pº»��¡+¬ø�]�5�3©iù[ª]Á$£5«&�N©�� ¾
·[¡+ª]ª�«&¢$Ák¤]�J¸�¢)«+ú$�GÁ��×æ�û�·j¿iü;ù��o­°«&��Á$¢)ç�¡+�PÆ

ý È ÌK� Èÿþ������ �8�������*���F��������¬N¯GÁ)�`��¡+¬KÆa¸�¢$£?¹°�GÁ��[¬F¡+�<£<Á)çv¤]���Pº»�>¡+¬KÆa·jç3©$¬]�<Á1¡+Á)©X¤]���Pº»�����l¬N¯GÁ)�²ü;¡+Á$£5«&�F¡+�5��� ¾
·[¡+ª]ª�«&¢$Ák¤aº
	�Á$¬N¤]��Æ

ý È"É �øÊ"�N� ý È ò��]�a�N�²�8������
��[����õR¡vö;�3©$Á$£5«&�®¤]�3©k³\�G¢$´\£5¨3�3©�¸�¬��]�<£5¨3©�õK«\¨�¡+¬o¹f¤aº»��¡+¬®�GÁ�¤aº»¿[©1©1¡+£<�]£5©)©)�G±²�G�lÁ�� ¾
·[¡+ª]ª�«&¢$Ák¸�¬��]�<£5¨m¸	¡+¢$Á$£5¨G¬]�<£5�G¢��FÂ Ã�������� ��õK�3©kç3¤o£<Á$£5«&�N©[¤o¬��*«&¬]¢$�F¡+�	ù��`¨G£5�G�PÆ

� ���o� É Ëeô�ô�� é Í���ÏK�8�������*�k�*��õR¡m÷içG�5çGÀ�¡+Á$£5«&�®¤]�X³\�G¢$´l£5¨3�i¸�¬��]�<£5¨��l¬]�N�[¿[�F¡+���\©1�[¥AªF¡+¢$Á$£<¢�¤]�[�½¡Aè �Nç3«&¢$£5�;¤]�3©
æ�«&��Á$¢1¡+Á)©�� ¾X¤]«\¨G¬]±²�G��Ái¤]�XÁ$¢1¡3´�¡+£<�	æ�û�·j�-÷�Æ

! " �#�%$ �8������&*�;�l��¸	«&¬]¢j¬]�N�J÷;çG�5çGÀ�¡+Á$£5«&� ­¼¡('5Á$¢$£5©)ç3�X¤]�X�Pº»�>¡+¬¶¸"«&Á1¡)�]�5��� ¾�³\�G¢$´\£5¨3�3©j¸-¬��]�<£5¨3©iæ�«&±v±A¬]�F¡+¬o¹
�GÁk÷;çGªF¡+¢$Á)�G±²�G��Á1¡+¬o¹a�×ü[¬]±²çG¢)« ³lª�ç3¨G£½¡+�PÆ

! "�� �+* �8������
�� �>�8³l£<Á$¬F¡+Á$£5«&��¤]�¼�Pº»¿[�<£<±²�G��Á1¡+Á$£5«&�ÿ�G� ��¡+¬ ¸	«&Á1¡)�]�5���GÁ¶¤]�¼�Pº»¿i©)©1¡+£<�]£5©)©)�G±²�G�lÁ¶¤N¡+�N©®�5�3©
æ�«&±v±A¬]�N�3©i·k¬]¢1¡+�5�3©j�G�ð�������o� ¾J³,�\��Á-��.3©1�Jüi¡+Á$£5«&�F¡+�5�m�G���������oÆ

/ ío��� é ÍiÎKÏj�8�������*�f�a�0�[¬N�G�<�5�¶æ�«&�N¨G¬]¢$¢)�G�N¨3�cª�«&¬]¢��5�3©`³\�G¢$´l£5¨3�3©�¸�¬��]�<£5¨3©²¤aº»�>¡+¬ �GÁ�¤aº»¿i©)©1¡+£<�]£5©)©1�G±²�G��Á21�� ¾
æ�«&�<�5�3¨GÁ$£5«&� �>¡+¬K�N­°¡+Á$£3.G¢)�A�GÁk·jç54F�!¹o£5«&�K�N¿jÀ*�G�N¨3�A¤]�;�Pº»��¡+¬¼³\�G£<�N�56@üi«&¢$±`¡+�N¤o£5��Æ

/ É �Nôlô�� ý Í>�fÏ��8�������*�m�N��õR��¸-¢$£?¹°¤]�m�Pº»��¡+¬ �×¤]���Pº»�,¹oª]�5«�©$£5«&��¥ �½¡f­°¡('5Á$¢$£5©)�71�� ¾m·i¡+ª]ª�«&¢$Á;¤aº»û@�o§S«&¢$±`¡+Á$£5«&�K�
ÂKÃ ���)��� �F¿i©)©)�G±8�]�5ç3�Aüi¡+Á$£5«&�F¡+�5��Æ

/ É:9 �aËeÌ<;5= ý?> ÌK�NËeÊR�F��Í7@kÏa�S�����o���j�&��û���Á$¢)«\¤o¬]£<¢)�[�½¡J­°�3©$¬]¢)�j¤]�[¸"�G¢8§S«&¢$±`¡+�N¨3�;¤N¡+�N©��½¡A·jçGÀ�¬]�½¡+Á$£5«&�c¤]�3©B³\�G¢06
´\£5¨3�3©"¤aº»��¡+¬v�GÁ	¤aº»¿[©)©
¡+£<�]£5©)©)�G±²�G��Á��G�+A]¢1¡+�N¨3�B6�û��N©$Á$¢$¬]±²�G��Á1¡+Á$£5«&�²�GÁ�ù[¢$À�¡+�]£5©1¡+Á$£5«&�K� ¾�è ��.3©1�>¤]��÷;«l¨GÁ)«&¢1¡+Á��
�-üXö;·j�BA��]¸,¡+¢$£5©�Æ

> í É � ý È ÌK���FËVô Ê É �(� ý ��� É �C� É ó�ô�Ë ý �8�������*�`�a��õR�3©v³\�G¢$´\£5¨3�3©�¸�¬��]�<£5¨3©v�G�ø·jç3©)��¡+¬o¹DAF¡&¨3�®¡+¬ø¸�¢)«&À�¢E.3©
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